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within me uncontrolled for the moment, and before
I knew what I was saying I had blurted out," Really
you are going to be a nurse! An officer's daughter
going to nurse common soldiers! Outrageous! Do
you know the risks you run by associating with

vulgar men?   Besides, you------"   "They are not

vulgar/' she retorted interruptingly.    " They are
brave, splendid fellows who are suffering for their
country's cause and whose suffering and anguish in
my own little way I should love to relieve."   " I
know all that! " I replied, " I doubt not they are
brave and splendid fellows, but they can't change
their blood and breed for all that."   " It doesn't
matter," she replied, " I am sick of my present life.
I can't be going on singing and canoeing all my life.
I have decided to join the nursing-class in the Fall
when we come down from St. Adolphe."  I thought
it useless to argue any more with her now that she
had set her heart on carrying out her ideas; besides,
it was obviously impossible at her age and with her
inexperience to see the matter from my standpoint,
though I could quite see it from hers and thought it
but right and natural that she should be quite fed-
up with her present aimless existence and think of
employing her time and energy in some more serious
way. The evening wore on to night ere I could make
up my mind to say good-bye to her.   But I did at
last, leaving as I parted on her not over-reluctant
lips a soft impress of my parting sorrow and enduring
affection for her.

The following afternoon I was safely installed in
the Mazdaznan Ambassy half-way up Mount Royal.